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Today

• Process for reportable offences as per National Community Football Policy Handbook

• Making a Report

• Investigating an Incident

• Notice of Charge (incl. early guilty plea)

• Tribunal

• Differences between previous VIC Country Handbook and Policy Handbook

• Different Notice of Report / Notice of Charge (incl. grading for classifiable offences)

• Offences that must be referred directly to Tribunal

• Offences where a set penalty or early guilty plea offer and / or reprimand may apply

• Sanctions once a matter is referred to the Tribunal 
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1 Making a report

• (a) Umpire – Notice of Report for a report during a match

• (b) Umpire or Club – Incident Referral Form (either umpire or club where report has not been 
made by umpire)

• (c) Executive Officer (CEO / Head of League) – Notice of Charge (proceed to step 3)



Process for reportable offences

2 Investigating / considering incident

• After receiving an Incident Referral Form / Notice of Report, the Controlling Body or MRP assesses 
the alleged reportable offence to determine if a reportable offence occurred.

• This may include:

• Reviewing match footage 

• Interviewing relevant people (e.g. evidence re. impact) and taking witness statements

• Reportable offence = Notice of Charge (proceed to step 3)
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3 Notice of Charge

• As soon as practicable, issue the Notice of Charge to the charged person and that person’s club

• Notice of Charge must categorise (and grade) an alleged reportable offence as per Appendix 1 of 
Policy Handbook

• Classifiable Offence

• Direct Tribunal Offence

• Low-Level Offence
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3 Notice of Charge – Classifiable Offences
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3 Notice of Charge – Direct Tribunal Offences
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3 Notice of Charge – Low Level Offence
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3 Notice of Charge – Grading a Classifiable Offence

• Appendix 1 includes 
guidance on determining 
the grading of conduct, 
impact, contact

• There is provision for 
reduction in base sanction 
for an Early Guilty Plea 
except where ‘N/A’
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3 Sanctions for Low Level Offences
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The handbook also:

• Has provision for loading for up to 100% for incidents during a GF

• Provides guidance around various reportable offences (e.g. striking, kicking, contact with umpire 
etc.) and how to grade conduct, impact and contact.

• There are also vision examples that we can make available upon request for various classifiable 
offences and how they were graded from AFL and AFLW
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4 Tribunal

• Tribunal to consider an offence when:
a) player is charged with a direct tribunal offence, or a classifiable offence graded as severe impact
b) player declines the EGPO and challenges that they are guilty of any charge
c) player declines the EGPO and challenges the charge they were reported for
d) player declines the EGPO and elects to plead guilty to an alternative grading of the offence

• If successful with (c or d), player is eligible for EGP sanction 

• Tribunal sanctions: 

• Direct tribunal offence – determine sanction in its absolute discretion

• Classifiable offence – sanction in accordance with the classification table

• Low level offence – sanction in accordance with the low-level offence base sanctions
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Differences between VIC Country Handbook and Policy Handbook

• Different Notice of Report / Notice of Charge 
(incl. grading for classifiable offences)

• VIC Country Handbook

• Report Pad

• National Policy Handbook

• Reportable offence details

• Reportable offence grading

• Prescribed penalty

• Decision on early guilty plea

• Contesting the matter at Tribunal
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Differences between VIC Country Handbook and Policy Handbook

• Offences that must be referred directly 
to Tribunal:

• VIC Country Handbook – as listed 
under 11.3

• National Policy Handbook – direct 
tribunal offences / classifiable where 
impact is severe
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Differences between VIC Country Handbook and Policy Handbook

• Where a set penalty or EGPO and / or reprimand may apply:

• VIC Country Handbook –

o set penalties offered for offences listed under 11.1

o umpire can offer set penalty or refer to tribunal

o tribunal can offer reprimand for certain offences

• National Policy Handbook –

o Classifiable offences must be graded accordingly incl. 
EGPO where reprimand applies

o Low level offences = EGPO for 1st and 2nd offence is a 
reprimand (unless CB refer to tribunal)
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Differences between VIC Country Handbook and Policy Handbook

• Discretion on matters referred to tribunal

• Sanctions once a matter is referred to the Tribunal

• VIC Country Handbook –

o Absolute discretion

• National Policy Handbook –

o Direct Tribunal Offence – absolute discretion (although guidance provided for classifiable 
offences where impact is severe)

o Classifiable Offence – sanction in accordance with classification table

o Low Level Offence – sanction in accordance with low-level offence base sanctions



QUESTIONS?
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